
RURAL BROADBAND SUBSIDY OPPORTUNITY

WANT TO IMPROVE YOUR
DIGITAL HEALTH PRACTICE? 

View our comprehensive library of no-cost
resources at CalTRC.org

VISIT WWW.USAC.ORG TO APPLY

SIGNIFICANCE
Facilitates digital health practices such as specialist consultations, remote 

      diagnostics, and patient monitoring services, reducing the need for patient 
      travel and supporting the effective use of electronic health records (EHRs).

Bridges the digital divide in healthcare by providing broadband connectivity 
      to eligible healthcare providers and aiming to reduce costs for high-speed 
      internet and telecommunications services.

WHO IS ELIGIBLE? To be eligible for the Healthcare Connect Fund (HCF) Program, your
healthcare site must be a public or nonprofit entity and fall under one of the specified facility

types, such as a community health center, not-for-profit hospital, or rural health clinic.
Additionally, the site must be in a rural location as defined by the FCC, or be part of a

consortium that includes a rural facility. See eligibility requirements here.

KEY FEATURES
Financial Assistance: Reimburses up to 65% of
eligible service and network equipment costs,
including recurring costs (monthly internet fees)
and one-time costs (installation fees, infrastructure
upgrades).
Encourages Collaboration: Promotes collective
efforts among healthcare providers to achieve
economies of scale, share resources, and enhance
bargaining power with service providers.

COVERED SERVICES &
EQUIPMENT

Broadband Services: Covers Ethernet, dark fiber, and
DSL. 
Network Equipment: Covers routers, switches, and
firewalls.
Provides Connectivity: To state/regional networks,
national research and education networks, and the
public internet.

RURAL HEALTH CARE
PROGRAM:
HEALTHCARE CONNECT FUND (HCF)

The California Telehealth Resource Center (CTRC) and all resources and activities produced or supported by the CTRC are made possible by grant number U1UTH42520-01-01 from the Office for the
Advancement of Telehealth, Health Resources and Services Administration, DHHS. This information or content and conclusions are those of the CTRC and should not be construed as the official position or
policy of, nor should any endorsements be inferred by HRSA, HHS or the U.S. Government. 

https://www.usac.org/rural-health-care/healthcare-connect-fund-program/
https://www.usac.org/rural-health-care/healthcare-connect-fund-program/step-1-determine-eligibility-of-your-site/

